
Case studies:
Learning Scenario 3 When the fairytale comes to life

Introduction to the location and our partners

Location:

MUSEUM OF ARCHITECTUREAND DESIGN (MAO) in

Ljubljana. The MAO is a dynamic institution that functions as

a museum and creative hub for architecture and design. It is

one of the oldest museums of its kind in Europe - founded in

1972. The MAO organises exhibitions and holds collections 

in the fields of 20th and 21st century architecture, design, 

and photography. The collections are made up of objects, 

projects and documents that have shaped and continue to 

shape our everyday lives and are a source of inspiration, 

ideas, concepts, and challenges for many researchers and 

enthusiasts. Collections are a bank of ideas and provide a 

collective memory of our recent past.

Associate Partners:

Museum of architecture and design (MAO)

Fužine Senior Citizens Home



Group 1:

• There were 10 participants altogether, from

which there were 5 patients and 5 carers. 

The working space was set in a big room 

inside the Fužina Castle, so there was no  

noise or other visitors present which 

enabled me and my collegue to work with 

the group.

Icebreaker questions:

- Your name

- Favourite childhood fairytale or a fairytale
you read to your grandchildren.
-Which fairy tale is shown in the picture 

below?

Group 1 - When the fairytale comes to life

Learnings:

They needed some time to relax.

They were interested in the material on the 

tables.

Feedbacks:

The subject of fairytales is interesting to me 

because I read a lot as a child.

I remembered the fairytales I read to my 
grandchildren.



Group 1:

• When fairytale comes to life, where we use

Power point presentation and storytelling in 

order to bring back to their memory one of the 

most frequent stories in our country. The story 

we used was The Little Red Riding Hood. Then 

we encouraged them to share their 

impressions of the story and to talk about other 

fairytales from their past.

This was followed by making crafts related to the 

fairy tale. They made drawings of the wolf, Little 

Red Riding Hood and Grandma.

Group 1 Learnings:

• All in all the setting was good and well adapted

for the participants. The lighting could improve in 

order for the patients to see better and the tables 

on which we were working were too big for this 

kind of work.
• Some patients enjoyed the telling of the story

very much and reacted with interest to go back to 

memory lane.

• We invited the participants to draw with color 

pencils the impressions of their understanding of 

the story which they found enjoyable. Some did

not like it very much, but most of them engaged 

in the drawing and actually talked in between 

about their childhood.

• One of the participants was not familiar with the 

specific fairytale discussed during the workshop. 

She embraced the opportunity to create her own 

tale and told us her fairytale.

Group 1 - When the fairytale comes to life



Group 2 - When the fairytale comes to life

Group 2:

Most of the participants were active in the 

listening of the story, but one of them actually 

fell asleep. And one of them did not remember 

the story so we had to explain it in more 

detail. This participant was actually not born 

and raised in Slovenia and had a different 

cultural background. Nevertheless, the 

participant was eager to learn new things and 

was active.

Group 2:

• There were 10 participants altogether, from

which there were 5 patients and 5 carers. The 

working space was set in a big room inside the 

Fužina Castle, so there was no noise or other  

visitors present which enabled me and my 

collegue to work with the group.

Icebreaker questions:

- Your name

-Favourite childhood fairytale or a fairytale you 
read to your grandchildren.
- Which fairy tale is shown in the picture below?



Group 2:

• When fairytale comes to life, where we use

Power point presentation and storytelling in 

order to bring back to their memory one of 

the most frequent stories in our country.

The story we used was The Little Red 

Riding Hood. Then we encouraged them to 

share their impressions of the story and to 

talk about other fairytales from their past.

This was followed by making crafts related to 

the fairy tale. They made drawings of the wolf, 

Little Red Riding Hood and Grandma.

Group 2 Learnings:

• Some participants were in bad shape

physically and could not really follow the 
activity or draw.

• Some did not want to participate in sharing
and talking.

• Most of them enjoyed and opened up a lot

about their background and their past life as 

well as their present one.

Group 2 - When the fairytale comes to life



SolutionsChallenges

Decline in motivation
Trying to motivate them with personalized questions. 

Giving them some time and space.

Break.

Shyness Not pushing them to participate if they don’t want to. 

Giving them space.

Some of the carers 

expressed that workshops 

were too long and too much 

paperwork.

We have tried to adapt the questionnaires to their 
motivation. Some participants did not want to participate.


